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CHAPTER II.

THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

ANN: I am here today to Interview Erma Woods. Erma will share with me
her experiences as a classroom instructor in a one-room schoolhouse
located In Rush County, rural Kansas. Erma, what year did you begin
teaching?
ERMA: I began teaching In 1953. I was at that school for two years. I

was twenty-six years old at the time I began teaching in the school. I had
sixty hours of college work. I started teaching on a provisional
certificate, which meant I would have to have eight hours of college every
year to renew that cert if I cate. My I est two years of co II ege were f In I shed
like that; during summer school and on Saturdays until I got my degree.
ANN: Was this done at Fort Hays?

ERMA: Yes, I f In I shed It at Fort Hays.
ANN: Where did you began your teaching career?
ERMA: At a county school about six miles north of Bison. I don't

remember the district number, but I do have a record of the number at
home.
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ANN: What was the nearest town to the school?
ERNA: It was Bison. At that time the road was just a sanded road.

Therefore, I had to be cautious of the weather.

ANN: What method of transportation did you use to get to the schoo l?
ERNA: The first year I used our pick-up. It was the only for m of
transportation we had. We had been farmers. The second year we bought a
nice second-hand Chevy and I drove that from then on.

ANN: You were married when you began teaching?
ERMA: Yes, I was married and we had our daughter who was almost two

years old, or about two at the t ime when I started to teach and that was
hard.

ANN: At that time did they frown upon teachers that were married and
had children? I understand that at one po int in time districts did not want
married teachers, is that correct?
ERMA: No, at this time it was quite common for married ladies to be In
the teaching fie Id. Now this, of course, was near the end of the ti me of
the one-room schoolhouse. There were approximately ten county schools
at the t i me I started teaching and the school was a combination of two
former districts. Shortly after this was the t ime of school consol i dation
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and this school was moved into the Bison district. Would you like to know
about the schoolhouse itself?
ANN: Yes, would you please share that information w i th us?

ERMA: I was rather lucky, I thought, because the schoolhouse had been
moved several miles from its• former place and it was near the gas line so
we had a gas stove and I didn't have to worry about carrying in a bucket of
coal every day. It had running water that went to the drinking fountain so
we didn't have to worry about pumping water. We did have our restroom
outside and that was one of the hardships. But, I considered it a rather
modern school compared to the one that I attended as a chi Id.

ANN: What kind of responsibi I ities did you have in regards to maintenance
and or custodial duties? Was there someone who came i n to do this for
you or did you do it all?
ERMA: No, I was the Jan itor, and did It all . I remember I had one little

boy who thought it was a great pleasure to dust erasers and clean the
chalkboard. But the thing was, he would rather do those kind of things
than study so I did frown upon his doing the work. It was a reward when I
al lowed him to do any of these kinds of chores. I did the sweeping but it
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was easy enough because there were tile floors and it wasn't too bad. Of
course, you are also the school nurse, you are the playgr ound director. We
did not have a hot lunch program. We all just brought our lunches to
schoo I everyday.
ANN: What grades di d you have in that one-room classroom?
ERNA: The first year I had second, third, fourth, fifth, and I bel I eve
seventh grades. I had six grades; therefore, you don't have very much
resitation time for each class. I would plan so I would have a particular
group and work with them. Everyone else knew while I was working with
this group they would have to hold their questions until I was finished
working with that group. Then I would take care of questions before I
began the next gr oup session. They soon learned that they would have to
wait until It was their time or I was f lni shed with the group with which I
was working.
During that t ime they were I istening to the lesson, I was presenting to the
other group. Therefore, they learned the new materi al with the other
group or it served as a review. That is one advantage to being in a oneroom schoo lhouse. I did a little grade comb ination, but not that much.
Which meant every night I had to study the lesson for six grades, prepare

9
the lesson plans for each grade, and for each class or subject. So I felt
that first year of teaching I learned more than the pupi Is did.
ANN: Maybe we all do that. Was it easier the next year?
ERMA: Yes, it was easier because you knew all the fami I ies, and the
children. After the first year a teacher knew all the materials and it was
easier. I still like the framework of the one-room schoolhouse because
there are a lot of things the students learned simply by listening and
hearing the material repeated in the lessons presented to the other groups
when they were not supposed to be I istening. And, if they were I istening,
you didn't mind them I istening because this was a time when they learn
best.

ANN: I understand. Who developed the curriculum within the school?
Was It the district superintendent or was there a mandated curriculum in
the state of Kansas?
ERMA: Most of this was done from the county superintendent. The
textbooks were adopted by the county. A lot of it was up to you, as the
teacher, as to what you could do with the textbook. We would have an
inservice, but they called it a teachers• Institute. It would be held for a
week right before school started in August. Gradually, they cut it down to
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two days, and finally they did not have it at all. When I taught in the other
grades in city school, they did not have it at al I.

ANN: Was there another school in close proximity to your school? Was
there a particular range, or area that your students were pulled from?
What was the size of area that formed your district or school?
E,RMA: Well, I suppose the pupils that I had were chosen from no farther
than two to three miles from the location of the school in one direction.
But because we were fairly close to Bison, the majority of students went
into Bison. As far as another county school, they were very sparse
because there were only ten In the whole county.

ANN: At thi s time did Bison have city/public school faci I ities?
ERMA: Yes
ANN: How was your particular school funded?

ERMA: I really don't know much about that. I Imagine It was tax money.

ANN: Were the children responsib le for purchasing their own books and
supplies or did they re'nt the books and some supplies?
ERMA: Yes, they bought their own books. In this rural community there
was a ,.iot of trading between fami I ies to acquire enough books. There
were some stores that handled second-hand books so it would not be so
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expensive. The children had to also supply al I their penci Is and paper
and/or any other suppies they would need. Any extra things such as art
work or projects needed to expand the curriculum were purchased by me.
suppose the district would have paid for some of those things; but, I was
shy and new to the district and was very grateful just to have a job.
Therefore, I didn't ask for it. ·
ANN: How often did you have art lessons? Once a week?

ERMA: Yes, that was all the time we had. We would save the last quarter
of the day for an art project. Most of the time we would do the same thing
every week out of the need to do something artful. In the rural setting the
older students would help the younger students. It was like having
another pair of hands; not just during the art lessons, but during reading
time and other lessons.
ANN: It sounds very slmi lar to our present day peer tutoring. At the

beginning of the school year who decided the school calendar? Who
decided the beginning, closing and vacation dates for the district rural
schools?
ERMA: That was established by the school district and the three mernbers

on the school board.

'v
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ANN: Were the board members active in the district rural schools or
were they just participants In the board meetings?

ERMA: I think that was probably it. I think if a teacher had problems then
the board members would I is ten. I was lucky that first year. I had a good
bunch of students and had very little discipline problems with them.
One board member who was a relative of mine would just come in and
visit with me.
ANN: Did you have a particular discipline model or methodology that was

successful for you as a Instructor? Did you have one favorite personal
philosophy as to discipline in your classroom that worked better than
another?
ERMA: Wei I, my phi losopy was just I ike the old fashioned classroom
teacher because my best training was when I went to a rural school
myself. I spent eight years attending a one-room rural schoolhouse. I had
the same teacher for seven years. She was my model. Some of her ideas I
adopted with just a I itt le refinement. She was considered an excellent
teacher In discipline and In currluclum matters also.
ANN: Did you use her as a role model when you began your teaching

career?
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ERMA: Yes, I did. Of course, she had been in the district for a long period
of time. Seven years was a long time for a teacher to stay in a distr i ct or
a county school. Toward the end of her teaching career she did have some
problem boys. I was in the seventh/eighth grade at this time and I stuck
up for my teacher any chance that I could get. I suppose I made a pest of
myself because I loved to stay after school and help her. You know how
that goes. You are better off sometimes without that kind of hel p.
ANN: Maybe that interest steered you in the direction of teaching. If you
don't mind my inquiring, at that particular time, beside the personal
satisfaction of teaching, what was the financial reward of teaching?
ERMA: In the fall of 1953, I made $2,400 for my f lrst year (eight months)

of teachi ng. This was the main source of income for my family. The next
year I got a ra ise and was paid $2,600 for my eight months. Now that was
not take home pay; that was my gross sa Iary and I bought art supp 11 es out
of that amount and any special treats purchased for the class came from
that amount.
ANN: Did you have a parent organization such as the PTA or PTO that

came into the school and helped with parties or activities?
ERMA: In that particular school we did not have any parent organizations.
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In that community we had a very close group of individuals. We would
always have a Christmas program. This was primarily the teachers job to
organize and prepare for the program. I am sure if I would have asked for
help there would have been some mothers that wou ld have volunteered to
help. The other big event was the end of school pot-luck or basket dinner
which was followed by playing ball. Anyone that wanted to play ball could
join in and play bal I in the afternoon. This was a big event at the school.
don't remember if it was my first or second year, but I always loved
Halloween and I decided to have a Halloween party for al I of the students'
fami I ies and anyone else that had smal I children. The school I taught at
had a basement. This was where we had the Halloween party. Thi s is
something they had never done in this community and everyone had a good
time, you could see it on their faces.

ANN: Did you do it the second year that you taught at this school?
ERMA: Now that I think of it, maybe it was the second year that I did have
the Halloween celebration because I only did it once. We certainly did
have a good time. I will never forget the first Christmas program we had.
Santa always appeared at the program. I had the program lined-out so all
the children were participating i n plays and singing and even some of the
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pre-schoolers were allowed to perform in some part of the program. I
even al lowed my nephew and daughter to participate in the program. I
needed a Santa Claus. I didn't know of anyone who would play the part or
anyone who had an appropriate Santa suit. I finally twisted my brother-in
law's arm and requested him to be our Santa Claus.
Now that I had a Santa, I had to make a suit for him to wear.
purchased some inexpensive material and constructed a suit for him to
wear. I even attached some fur on it. It actually looked good. Of course
he wore a mask. I told him to wear pillows to make him look fat because
he was so slender. When he walked in that night it was difficult for
everyone to keep a straight face, as he was the first pregnant looking
Santa that I had ever seen. We had a good time that night.

ANN: I imagine the children really had a good time. When you had parents
come in and help, were the parents supportive of what you were doing
with the children?.

ERMA: I didn1 t have any problems. Not that they really helped that much,
but just getting the chi I dren to and from schoo I on ti me was a great he Ip.
I do remember one exper I ence that I w i 11 remember as I ong as I I Ive. I had
a I ittle girl in the third or fourth grade that wore •Mary Jane• shoes with

I
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straps across the Instep. At last recess she came up to me and said, •Mrs.
Shank, my name was Mrs. Shank at the time, this buckle Is almost ofr. I
told her that I thought it would be ok. She could probably get through the
school day with it the way It was. It would be satisfactory unti I she
could get home. A I ittle later I noti ced she was jerking and jerking on the
buckle unti I the buckle did actually come off. The next morning when I
drove into the school yard there was my little pupi I and her mother and
the mother handed me a needle and thread and told me I could sew the
buckle on the shoe. I was so flabbergasted that I took the needle and
thread and sewed the buckle on that shoe. I didn't really believe that was
my job, but I did it any way, biting my tongue all the time.
ANN: I would imagine you felt very intimidated at that particular time.

What was the ethnic background of most of your students? This is a
German and Russian community, were they of that ethnic background?

ERMA: They were al I from European ethnic backgrounds. One of my
students belonged to the Catholic faith. Another of my students was a
Jehovah's Witness and this was a real awakening to me. When we started
pract icing for our Christmas program, I handed her the part she was to
perform. She told me she couldn't be in the program. I didn't really
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realize the true inpact of the religion until then. The student or her
parents did not make a big production of their faith. They simply informed
me that the student could not participate because their religion did not
allow them to participate in gift exchanges. Sometimes she would sing
with us when we practiced. She did not make any fuss about being
different. I acknowledged that it was different. I sti 11 did not feel right
about her not particpatlng In the gift exchange; therefore, before the night
of the program, I gave her a small gift from me. The night of the program
she was absent. That was really the only thing that was different that
year. Her parents were great people and they realized I was not aware of
their religious beliefs.
ANN: Was a teacher respected more when you began your teaching career

or later on In you career?

ERMA: Yes, I really think the teachers were respected more at first.
There was not any problem about being picky about small items. They
accepted and looked up to teachers. This was true when I first began
teaching and the first few years when I moved to the city school system.
There was respect and I was proud of my profession. The f lrst years in my
pub I ic school experience, we had fami I ies with good, sound family
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foundations/backgrounds. I didn't notice much difference at first, but in
my later years of teaching there were times that as a teacher I felt like a
second-rate citizen. I am sorry that it is that way, because being a
teacher should be a proud profession and you shouldn1 t have to apologize
that "I am just a teacher•.

ANN: No, it should not be that way. When you were teaching In the oneroom shoolhouse, was there a I ibrary in the school building or was there a
I ibrary within close proximity to the school that the children could use?
ERMA: Wei I, the I ibrary that we had In our school was very, very meager.
Many of the books were very o Id. When we had the county superintendents
off Ice in LaCross, we could borrow from that I ibrary. I would go In
approximately every other Friday and pick up a new bunch of books. This
was the major part of their extra reading. I would bring enough books so
each child would have several choices to make before I made another trip

to acquire more/additional books. It made It ni ce to have the extra
reading materials. There was a public library in Lacross at this time
that could be used by students when they traveled to Lacross.

ANN: So with al I of your other responslbl I I ties, you also became a
travel Ing pub I le librarian. Did you stress a lot of story writing or
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composition writing within the realm of the one-room classroom as far as
writing experiences?

ERMA: I probably did not do a whole lot of that in the beginning of my
teaching career. We did do letter writing and a smal I amount of
imaginative writing was done in the classroom. But, you are so very busy
trying to get everything done during the day of what you felt I Ike was the
stuff you had to hang on to. We did not have a science class at that time.
I don't think we even had a definite health class at that time. We did
discuss science and health but did not have a definite text for the subject.
Science was not really stressed as part of the curriculum at that
particular point in time.

ANN: How often did you have to report grades to your superintendent and
send the grades home to the parents of your students?
ERMA: Every month grades had to be sent home to parents and reported to
the superintendent. There were eight months: therefore, grades were sent
home eight times. The hardest time was the last of school. At the end of
the year when I had to prepare for the last day of school picnic, getting
ready to end the semester and the night before the last day, I had grades
to prepare for the parents. The last few nights before school was
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dismissed for the summer, I did not sleep very much as I was busy with
grades and preparing for the end of the school term. As a one-room
classroom teacher, I don't remember the long, lengthy reports that I later
had to comp I ete when I moved to the town schoo I in Bi son.

ANN: Was there a mandatory test that your seventh or eighth grade

I

I

I
I

students had to take and pass before they could be permitted to transfer
to town school in Bison?

ERMA: I don't remember my students having to be tested before they
entered the town school at the end of the eighth grade. I remember I had
to be tested at the end of my eighth grade year when I left the county
school. I remember how awful It was. You had to go in a big school where
you knew no one in the whole room. There was a time when they Just did
away with the eighth grade competency test. I probably lucked-out when I
began teaching that it was not mandatory.
ANN: Were there any state achievement tests given to the students
similar to the tests that were given to students when you began
classroom instruction in the town school?

ERMA: I don't remember any special tests. The only tests that were
administered were in the texts or teacher-made tests.

• I
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ANN: Did you have textbooks for every subject; English, Social Studies,

and Math as we do today?

ERMA: Yes, we did have textbooks for all subjects except science and
health. We did study about science and health but it was more discussion
and teacher-lead than a definite subject area. We talked about cleanliness
and good health habits everyday In one way or another. The whole school
would discuss good health habits at one time or another during the day.
Even with the few pupi Is I had during the year, I tried to have a formal
classroom structure. I did not want any chaos. I always felt that in order
to learn you had to have an atmosphere for learning. When I was working
with a group I would cal I them up front and ask them to sit on a long bench
that was at the front of the room and we would go over the subject matter
as a group. They would then return to their seat to do seatwork.
The largest class I had the f lrst year of my teaching was f Ive and the
following year there was only four left In that same class. Many times a
teacher would have only one student in a class. I always felt sorry tor the
student that was the only member of a particular class. There was no
cha 11 enge for that student. It tended to make a pup 11 I azy because there
was no competition, why work, I can finish this tomorrow.
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ANN: In that instance would you join two or more grades together;
therefore, allowing the students to have the opportunity to work together
with another student from another grade?

ERMA: I really didn't in those f lrst two years in the county school unless
it was a map study or when we would have math contests or English
contests to diagram. I later found out when you have a whole class full of
twenty to twenty-f ive students in a multiple grade situation then
al lowing students to work together worked very wel I. One year when I had
a combination fifth and sixth grade classroom, we would study one
concept the first year and then another concept the second year and allow
the whole class to study one topic. This would al low me to spend more
time and depth on one particular subject area.

ANN: What type of classroom rules did you formulate for your classroom
and did you allow the students to have any Input into these rules?

ERMA: I was an old fashioned teacher; I didn't spank my students. I did
not have to spank them. It was a matter of courtesy that they did not
interrupt while I was working with a class and It was also a matter of
courtesy to have permission to speak and not to just speak out loud when
they felt I ike it. So these were things they were accustomed to and I did
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not have to dri 11 on it very much. They would have to ask permission to go
to the restroom. I would try to remember so I would not have more than
one out of the room at the same time. The drinking fountain was right in
the room and they could use it any time there was a need. But as far as
discipline problems, there just was not a problem with discipline. I did
not make rules unti I we found out there was a problem and we needed a
rule, then we would make a rule.

It worked out better that way than to

have a who I e Ii st of ru Ies and you don't use them.

ANN: Did you have to change that procedure when you went to teach in the
town school?

ERMA: Well, not a whole lot, at least I didn't. I was a very structured
teacher and that's the way I do my best teaching and that was the way it
was.
ANN: Could you describe a typical day, week, month or year of teaching In

a one-room school house?

ERMA: Wei I, the days would go by so quickly that you would wonder where
the time went. We did not start formal class until 9:00 a.m. We would
have our flag salute. Story hour would take place In the afternoon and I
would read to the students during th is time. We would go through our
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math class, boom, boom, boom; down the I ine and we would start the next
classes and work on down the line. Of course, you would only have fifteen
or twenty minutes that you were actually working with one particular
class during one subject period before you went to the next class. Once in
awhile, when we did dri II work at the board, it would take longer and I
would have to pull time from another group to help the group I was
working with at that particular t ime. But I felt that if the group needed
the help at that time, then I should help them rather than make them wait
and al low them to forget a concept or how to solve a problem. Sometimes
we would, as a class, borrow time from another class; but, it always came
out even. Maybe the next time one of the other groups wou ld need some
extra assistance in a particular area.
I had one experience that was probably good for me; but, I was so
scared. I was naturally a very shy person and when the county
superintendent came to visit my room one day, I was trying to do
everything just right. We were having an English lesson. The
superintendent just took over the class. This is really the way It was; he
had them go to the board and diagram sentences. It was a good thing that
they knew how to diagram sentences. But I never, in my wildest dream,
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did I think the superintendent would come in and take over my
classroom. But he did, and he was successful at it. As a beginning teacher
in a county scool I was overwhelmed. He was a real nice guy; but I was a
beginner in this school and I was scared.

ANN: Did he give any explanation as to his behavior?
ERMA: No, I don't think it WP-- because I was doing anything wrong. It
was just another way of doing something different. We would do this kind
of thing from time to time. It was a I ittle different from talking. We
used the board for many topics. In my early days, diagraming sentences
was not a theory tested in the classroom and very few other teachers
would accept it.

ANN: Now that we are on the subject of a superintendent coming into your
classroom, how were you evaluate, how were the teachers evaluated in
areas of performance?

ERMA: I really do not know how. I suppose if they did not offer you a
contract for the next year, then your performance was not acceptable and
you knew you had not done very we 11.

ANN: Did someone come around and observe you, such as school board
members, or parents?
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ERMA: Well, you would have visitations by parents who would come In and
spend a quarter of the day or longer in your classroom. And I think in a
close community, by word of mouth, If a teacher was not doing her job it
would get back to the county superintendent or school board. That wasn't
the reason I left after only teaching for two years. I left the county
school to teach in a school that was closer to my residence and receive a
higher salary. I got a lot more money with the move, $3,200 for teaching
n Ine months.

ANN: Was this a one-room school also?
ERMA: No, it was In the town school. I taught a combination classroom of
third, fourth and f lfth grades. There was a great increase in my salary by
changing positions.
ANN: Were you offered contracts on a one year basis?
ERMA: Usually the teacher was offered a contract for one year only and It
did not change until unification took place. Sometimes there was
bargaining by an individual teacher with the school board about his/her
salary for the year.

ANN: So you are telling me that a teacher could negoiate his/her own
salary.
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ERMA: Yes, but I think this caused many hard feelings among the staff.

The teacher who could argue the best or the one who was more persuasive
would receive a higher salary. Many times it was only one hundred dollars
more than the other teachers. But I think It was more fair when they
establ I shed a salary schedule and you knew what you were going to get. If
you wanted the higher salary, you would have to qua I ify for it by returning
to school.
ANN: When you were teach ing In a one-room school situation, what would
happen if you should become Ill and could not go to school? Was school
cal led off for the day?
ERMA: Usually it was the teacher that would cal I someone and ask for

help. Fortunately, during that two years, I only had to be gone when my
husband was hospitalized on two occasions and I called my sister to come
and take my place while I needed to be gone. She did not have any
elementary school training, but she was a home economics major and she
was good with children. I would leave lesson plans or a model . I felt that
the children were in good hands. These are the only two times that l
needed help whl le I was teaching in the one- room classroom.

ANN: How often did you receive a paycheck, once a month or more often?
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ERMA: Once a month.

ANN: Was there a large turnover In the county one-room classroom
teachers?
ERMA: The way I rememeber, there was a large turnover. The average
length of teaching in a one-room classroom was three years. At that
particular period of time, I don't remember teachers staying in one area
for very long.
ANN: Was it burn-out or did they simply move to another area or
occupation?

ERMA: It usually was an Improvement for themselves; either in salary,
location, or work load. Of course, if you did not do your job, you did not
return to the district. I have known of teachers who were not offered
another contract and had to scout for another district.
ANN: In comparing your experiences between the town school and the

rural county school, what are some of the largest differences that you
would like to share with me at this time; either curriculum, student
behavior or the comraderrle of the district's teachers working together?

ERMA: If you were with a large district and you had many teachers, you
could share some of the responsibilities of the extra duties expected of a
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teacher such as the recess and lunchroom duties. If you were in a county
school, you had the entire responslbl I lty of all recess and extra duty.
It you had a student that needed to be punished and lose his/her recess
time, this was almost impossible. There was no one to stay with him
inside.
The one major difference I noticed about the children attending the
county school was their study habits. They had better study habits than
the town school children had. Because there were many students in the
class that needed the teacher's attention, the one-room students tended to
do work individually and did not require constant assistance by the
teacher. When I changed to the town school and only had one class In my
room, they seemed to need constant assistance. If I was sitting at my
desk grading papers or doing other necessaary work, they felt l should be
assisting them individually. They would ask more questions that were, I
felt, unnecessary. If I could not help them, they did not always try to
figure It out unless there was no alternative. ln a one-room classroom,
the students had to figure out how to accomplish tasks on their own on
many occasions.
The curriuclum in a city school was more expanded. In the rural county
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school, the children did not have a music instructor unless their teacher
was knowledgable in music. Music was not my strong point; therefore, my
students did not receive structured music instruction. We could sing
songs to recorded music; or, as I thumped out the melody on the old piano.
If we had a program I would have to make arrangements for someone to
provide the music. In the town school, science and health were bui It into
the exist Ing curriculum. In the town school, we had an art teacher. In the
rural school I was the art teacher.
One of the biggest things I noticed if you wanted any duplicate copies
of anything, we used the old hecto-graph, page-by-page method. In the
city schools we had the mimeograph. Now it is al I done by the use of
copiers. Just about the time I left, modern technology came about. It was
really a time saver, using the mimeograph rather than writing out
everything over and over for each child.
ANN: At the end of the day, after the children had left for home and you

had your custodial duties completed for the next day, what was the typical
amount of time spent preparing lessons for the next day or grading papers.
ERMA: Usually I would clean up the room and complete al I needed tasks
tor the next day. About 5:00 p.m. I would gather up al I my lessons and
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papers and go home to prepare dinner for my husband and daughter. After
dinner was finished, dishes were washed, chores were completed, and my
daughter was put to bed, I would do my lessons for the next day. It would
usually be 11:30-12:00 midnight before I would go to bed. The first year I
would pre-read el I the material for the next day and prepare all my
lessons. You can't teach a subject unless you know the subject and are
sure of your knowledge. I would arrive at school the next day at 8:00 a.m.
or shortly after. The second year went much smoother because I was
familiar with the texts and the subject content.

ANN: One of the topics we did not address during the earlier interview
was the beginning date of your rural classroom. When did school begin for
you and your students?
ERMA: We started on Labor Day. Sometimes we only had a half of a day
the f lrst day because as soon as the child went home the parents would go
to town t~ purchase texts or supplies. The last day of school the students
did not have to come to school unti I mid-morning because they would wait
and come with their parents to partlcpate with the pot-luck dinner.
School would be dismissed at the end of Apri I for the summer vacation.
September through Aprll was the eight month school term for us.
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ANN: Did you have a I arge percentage of your students that I ived or
worked on a farm during the summer months?
ERMA: Almost al I of my students I ived on farms but the largest

percentage were young children and I don't know what chores they were
responsible for. Two of my eighth grade boys were from large farm
fami I ies and I suppose they worked all summer on the family farms. They
were knowledgable young men.
I remember one day in particular my students came in from recess and
told me that I had a flat tire on my car. These two eighth grade boys
volunteered to change my tire. I al lowed them to change the tire and they
had no difficulty In performing the task. Now that I look back at the
incident, I certainly question my judgement in the matter. At the time I
did not think about all the consequences of what would happen had there
been an accident while they were changing my tire.

ANN: In your classroom you had quite a diversity of age groups. Did the
chi I dren interact with each other without any cont 11 cts?
ERMA: Yes, they did pretty wel I. Usually they would play the same game,
dare base, black man, tag or hide and seek. The younger children might
play on the equipment but for the most part al I the children participated
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in the same activity. I certainly got my exercise daily as I also would
participate in the recess activities. Of course you can do that when you
are twenty-six or twenty-seven, I couldn't do that now.

ANN: Did the children work as a united group or did the age difference
bring about individualism?

ERMA: They did pretty wel I, except for one young lady. Remember my
I

telling you about the mother who demanded I sew the buckle back on her
daughter's shoe, well, this whole family was a stubborn group and the
daughter was no exception. On many occasions this young lady would get
mouthy. She was difficult to be a friend to. She was easy to teach; but,
just was not a likable individual. She was intellegent but she was just
different.
ANN: In looking back at the years you taught in the one-room schoolhouse

and the years you taught in the town (pub I ic) school system, and now that
you are retired, what and where was your favorite time of teaching?

ERMA: I would have to say the town (pub I ic) school. I probably worked
harder In the county school preparing lessons for such a wide diversity of
grades whereas In the town school I only had to prepare lessons for one or
three grades, depending on the combination classes I taught. I had more

---- - ------ -

34
paper work to do in the town school; but, I could spend more time
preparing for the subjects taught in the town school because I did not have
to prepare lessons for each subject area In al I grades being taught within
the one-room faci I ity. There was also something special about having
other teachers for support and other adults/teachers to share with the
happenings of the day.

ANN: When you were teaching in the one-room school was there an over
abundance of paper work that needed to be completed on a regular basis to
be returned to the district off Ice?
ERMA: Not really as much as I had in the town school. One of the major
records that had to be completed was the month~y report cards. ·The
records had to be completed and returned to the superintendent's off Ice on
a monthly basis. We did have an ldlvldual set of records for each chi Id but
that was completed and returned to the district at the end of the school
year. When I was teaching in the one-room school I did not have an adding
machine and al I the grades had to be manually computed; which, certainly
taxed the brain. As each month went on it became easier and easier.

ANN: Before we f inlsh today, is there any additional information about
teaching In a rural Kansas, one-room schoolhouse that you would like to
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who just absolutely could not read at all. By the time of the second year,
I could see a definite inprovement but she did need extra reading at home
to increase her reading skills. It was pretty hard for her that first year.
When I was teaching in the county school and town school, I had
relatives of my husband, my own daughter, neighborhood children, other
teachers' children and all of the school board members' children and the
most important thing was to remember to treat all children alike. They
were al I the same. I always felt that it should not make a difference who
the child was or what importance the parent held in the community. They
were all individual children with needs of their own. Little people soon
know if you favor someone else. It doesn't take them long to figure that
out. It is very important to treat them all the same.
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share with me?

ERMA: I can't think of anything that I would like to share that I haven't
already shared. We had many good times together. I wl 11 always
remember those children, the good ones and the bad ones. l can remember
in particular one quiet I ittle girl that years later, when she was In high
school, would look back at those years in the one-room schoolhouse and
visit with me about the differences I had made in her life. It is refreshing
to hear that as a teacher I had made a difference in a student's I ife and
that difference had been acknowledged. But as far as any thing specific, I
can't think of anything right now.
ANN: Do you think you had more of an opportunity to make a difference In

a child's educational life In a one-room atmosphere than in a town school
where the student was passed on to another teacher at the end of each
grade level?

ERMA: It could have, it is hard to say. I do believe that I had more parent
support when I was teaching In the one-room school. You always enjoyed
the parents that would give you a boost by helping thler chi Id with extra
reading time at home or helping with a math concept. I had a I ittle girl

